
 

        Cambridge Police Department  

High School Senior Essay Challenge                                                               

The Cambridge Police Department invites high school seniors who are entering college to participate in our 

High School Senior Essay Challenge.  The winner and runner up of this competition will be awarded a brand 

new laptop computer to assist them in their academic journey.  The purpose of the contest is for students to 

examine the community in which they live and analyze how it relates to public safety.  The essay should    

demonstrate the writer’s understanding and appreciation for the importance of community partnerships and 

how each individual plays a role in strengthening their community.  

 

TOPIC GUIDELINES: 
Students are asked to write an original and creative essay of at least 500 words that demonstrates a significant 

perspective on the responsibility of the community in maintaining public safety.  Students should gain a basic 

understanding of the Community Policing Philosophy by researching and citing at least two sources such as 

newspaper articles, books, research, and/or personal interviews, to address the following topic:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ELIGIBILITY: 
The contest is open to Cambridge residents who are seniors in high school, active members of at least one of 

the five Cambridge Youth Centers, and have been accepted to a college for the fall 2011 semester.              

Employees of City of Cambridge and members of their families are not eligible to participate.  

 

REQUIREMENTS: 
 Students interested in participating should pick up an entry form at their neighborhood Youth Center. 

 Essay submissions for the 2011 contest will be accepted until the deadline of Wednesday, June 1, 2011.  

 Essays must be the original work of the student. 

 Essays can be no less than 500 and no more than 700 words 

 Essays must be typed and double spaced, with size 12 font. 

 Essays must be accompanied with the completed Entry Form including a signature from a Youth Center 

Director and a copy of a college acceptance letter. 
 

Please submit essays to: 
Cambridge Police Department 

Community Relations Unit/Essay Challenge 

125 Sixth Street 

Cambridge, MA 02142 
 
 

Submissions will not be accepted after the June 1, 2011 deadline.  
                                                 

The entire community is responsible for public safety – not just the police.   

Community policing recognizes a shared responsibility and connection between 

the police and community in making Cambridge a safer, more livable city. What 

role does the community, and specifically you as a young adult play in making 

Cambridge a safe and nice place to live?   

 


